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Greetings, Marching Rams! 
 
Wow! What a whirlwind beginning to the 
year! We have accomplished so much in 
such a short amount of time! We have 
gone from Freshmen learning to march to 
having the entire first song of our show on 
the field by the end of Band Camp and 
performing a totally different show for our 
first game! Everyone deserves a big pat 
on the back. Equally as important as what 
we accomplished, WE HAD SO MUCH 
FUN DOING IT!!! Our hard work paid off 
and it will continue to do so. Keep it up 
Marching Rams! 
 
Thank you very much to all of the parents 
who have taken their valuable time to help 
us reach the accomplishments above. All 
the little things you do really add up. The 
Marching Rams could not possibly func-
tion at the level it does without your help! 
 
We have so much to look forward to in 
September. Football away games at 
Boone (9/5) and Oviedo (9/26), and a 
home game versus Hagerty (9/19). We 
have our Apple Fundraiser starting on 
Friday, September 5th, with canvassing 
taking place on the 20th & 27th. A lot of 
students did very well selling the Ebooks, 
let’s see if we can do even better with our 
Apple sales!  
 
Finally, we have our trip to the FSU Band 
Day on Sept. 13! I just checked the FSU 
Block List and found that the Marching 

Chiefs are marching a whopping 432 mem-
bers this year! At that number we will be 
enjoying the game day performances of 
what is most likely the largest collegiate 
marching band in the world! 
 
Last, but certainly not least, LONDON! T-
minus 118 days until we board our plane to 
perform in a parade which will be watched 
by 1,000,000 people! The September pay-
ment is due on Sept. 9. There have been 
several students who have joined the trip in 
the past few weeks and there is still time t 
sign up. Don’t miss out on a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity to represent our band, 
school, community, and country for a world
-wide viewing audience! It’s going to be 
phenomenal! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
David Norona 
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�Check the webpage  
frequently 

for fun and for  
Information!! 

 
MarchingRams.org 
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Greetings and welcome to The Ram’s Horn, the 
LMHS Marching Rams’ first online only newsletter.  
If anyone doesn’t have easy access to a com-
puter, let me know, and I will send a hard copy 
home to them. An email will inform you that the 
newest edition is ready to read on the webpage. 

FYI, in conformance with LMHS policy to protect 
our students’ privacy, any student names in the 
newsletter will be first name and last initial. 

This month, I had the opportunity to interview our 
new Color Guard director, Jennifer Skaggs, who is 
another enthusiastic newcomer to the Lake Mary 
area. 

This year, look for our regular informative articles 
from our Booster Board members.  Also look for 
some familiar articles such as Senior Spotlight 

As Lake Mary High School athletic teams prepare 
for the fall season, another group from the school 
is also tuning up! Our Marching Rams students 
have been learning new routines and songs for 
their performance which opens during the first 
away football game, September 5. Band camp 
was a success, thank you to all the parents that 
helped us during the week. Special thanks to Mrs. 
Rios and Mrs. Goldberg for coordinating all of our 
meals and chaperones. 
 
We were all ready and excited for the beginning of 
the school year and had all of our plans for the 
first week, Tuesday and Thursday practices, 
measuring for uniforms and e- book fundraising. 
Well . . .  FAY had other plans; perhaps she 
thought the kids needed some more rest after 
working so hard during band camp. As I’m writing 
this article this morning, I can finally see the sun 
through the window after 5 days of continuous 
rain, let’s get ready to start on Monday all over 
again! 
 
September will be an exciting month for the 
Marching Rams. There will be practices, perform-

ances, more practices and fundraising. September 
will be apple month. Please make sure you check 
the calendar as there has been a change in the 
apple fundraising schedule due to the FSU Band 
day. The students will have the opportunity to sell 
apples individually to family and friends. They will 
also be required to participate in the canvassing 
through some of the Lake Mary neighborhoods. We 
cannot canvass in gated communities, so please 
take the opportunity to sell to your neighbors during 
the time of the individual sales if you live in a gated 
community.   
 
Thank you to all the parents that participated in our 
parent meeting. Marching season is an exciting, 
incredible, rewarding experience; however it also 
requires a strong commitment. Our Band program 
success depends not just on the Director and In-
structors but on the parents and Booster’s commit-
ment, time and resources. Together we make it 
happen! Get involved and you will support your 
children’s hard work. You will also get to know and 
make good friends.  Please remember to check the 
website every week for updates! LET’S GO RAMS!  
  

' �( ) � *+, � , � - *( � � � � � � � � � � �� � � �

and Who’s Got Spirit, as well as some new addi-
tions.  One new article is for thanking people who 
help the Marching Rams.  Another new article is to 
share our student accomplishments outside of the 
Marching Rams program.  So, if you know a stu-
dent who just earned their Eagle Scout award or is 
a National Merit Award semifinalist or did anything 
else to share, let me know.  
 
On the other hand, the extended calendar and the 
list of Board members and their telephone numbers 
won’t be in the Ram’s Horn as that information is 
available elsewhere on the webpage. 
 
See you all at the next game supporting our  
Marching Rams! 
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MarchingRams.org! 
 
The Marching Rams website is being updated 
weekly and should be your number one source 
for information!  Be on the lookout for a new 
layout!  The mailing list is also up and running.  
You should have received an email already if 
you submitted your email address.  If you did 
not get one – please sign up online.  Pictures 
from band camp are also on the website! 
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Many thanks to all the students and parents who par-
ticipated in the Summer Car Washes.  The Car 
Washes proved to be a tremendous success and 
everyone had a great time! 
 
At the writing of this article, we are in the midst of 
closing out our E-Book fundraiser.  We will announce 
the gift certificate winners in next month’s newsletter.  
If your student sold 5 or more books, they will be 
awarded their free book within the next two weeks. 
 
We will be starting our next fundraiser – Apple Sales, 
with individual student sales September 8th thru Sep-
tember 18th.  Apple Canvassing of the surrounding 
neighborhoods will be on Saturday morning, Septem-
ber 20th and Saturday morning September 27th  with 
a tentative delivery date of the apples  the week of  
October 27th.  The Apple Canvassing/Delivery is a 
MANDATORY fundraiser for all Marching Ram Stu-
dents.  We will be needing several parent volunteers 
to help transport the students on these Saturday 
mornings, and also help sort and count apples when 
the apples arrive.  Please  contact  Carol  Jackson  
at cjack1397@aol.com, Kris Ebert at ke-
bert@marchingrams.org or Teri Barnard at 

tbarnard@marchingrams.org  if you can� par-
ticipate in any capacity for this fundraiser.  
WE NEED AS MANY PARENTS AS POSSI-
BLE!!!! 
 
Remember that without your support and 
time, a lot of what the Marching Ram organi-
zation accomplishes throughout the school 
year would not be possible.  We thank you in 
advance for your continued support.   
�
Kris Ebert 
Vice President/ 
Ways & Means Committee 
(321) 689-4740 © 
 
Teri Barnard 
Ways & Means Committee 

September  2008 
 
  1    No School 
  5    Boone (away) 
  8    Apple Sale Kick-Off 
  9    Board Meeting    7:00 
 12   Open Week (No Game) 
 13   FSU   HS Band Day  
 19   Hagerty HS  (home) 
 20   All-State Auditions 
 20   Apple Canvassing 
 20   CG Spin-A-Thon  
 26   Oviedo HS  (away) 
 27   Apple Canvassing 
 27   Dinner at Chipotle  
  (Marching Rams free) 
 30   No School 
 

Bold indicates change or addition 
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A BIG thank-you to all band parents and band booster volunteers for helping out this past month. Band camp reg-
istration ran very smoothly.  All paid band fees have been deposited to the Band Boosters bank account. 
 
The next band trip deposit in the amount of $700 is due September 9, so please remember to get that to Mr. No-
rona.  Please put the check in our band envelope. 
 
Just a quick recap of the fees; each band member must pay their “Fair Share”.  That amounts to $210 for each 
band student and $195 for each member of the color guard or marionettes.  The first payment of $50 was due with 
registration.  The second payment of $50 is due on September 1. 
 
For Marionettes and Color Guard, please designate if the payment is for Band fees or Marionette / Color Guard 
fees. 
 
If your check is returned from the bank for non sufficient funds, you will need to reimburse the band for the 
amount of the check plus a Fifteen Dollar returned check fee.  If you have another check that is returned for insuf-
ficient funds the band will collect your band fees in cash or money order for all future payments. 

Please remember  that in order to get credit for the money the students make through the fundraisers, they 
must turn in all orders/money by the fundraiser due dates. 

Please put your check in one of the envelopes available in the band room.   Fill the envelope out 
completely with the following: 

 
Please write the following on your check  

 
Student’s Fair Share account balances will be posted in the band room and on the internet.  If you have a 
question about your student’s account please email me at Laurie.Nossair@MarchingRams.org.  I will 
try to keep the accounts updated monthly. 
 
Thanks again for all your help in keeping our accounts straight. 
 
Laurie 

 Date: 
 Student Name: 
Group they are in (Band, Marionettes, Color Guard): 
 What the money is to be used for: 

Student’s name: 
Section (band, color guard or marionette): 
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Thank you, thank you, thank you parents!!! Band 
camp was an amazing success. Your students 
were pampered and very well taken care of by 
some of the most awesome chaperones who gave 
of their time so freely. This wonderful organization 
could not be the success that it is without all the 
parents that chip in to help out. It was a group effort 
and I thank all of you. 
 
As you know, the marching season has just begun 
and we have many Tuesday and Thursday prac-
tices that need to be covered, as well as the Friday 
night games. Thanks to all those chaperones who 
have already filled out the chaperone information 
sheets providing me with your dates of availability. I 

will be contacting you to fill these chaperone 
positions.  
 
I look forward to meeting many more of you 
and to an incredible marching season for the 
LMHS Marching Rams! 
 
Maly Goldberg  
malyggoldberg@gmail.com                                                     
(407) 805-0317 
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Dear Parent(s): 
 
Greeting from the land of Color Guard!  For those of you who do not know me, my name is Jennifer Skaggs 
and I am the Color Guard Director at Lake Mary HS.  I have been working with your child this summer to de-
velop the skills necessary to be a performing member within the Lake Mary High School Marching Rams 
Band.  The girls have done beautifully!  They have put in so many extra hours of rehearsal this summer & we 
haven’t even had a football game yet!  All of their hard work is about to pay off, though, and I cannot wait to 
see your faces when you see what all they have accomplished!! 
 
I realize the cost of being in this organization is a bit extreme.  The band program does offer many different 
fundraisers throughout the year, but this one is just for us.  The Spin-A-Thon was designed to give the girls a 
little more rehearsal time as a group and to help develop skills which may not be learned during regular full 
band rehearsals or class time during the school year.  It is also a way to keep them focused and learn to work 
together as a team!  With all of that said, it is an easy way for them to earn money in the process!  Each 
member takes sponsorships from individuals and then the sponsored amount is multiplied by 10 (the hours 
they will be spinning) and that is the total amount due from the sponsor.  This is an easy way for everyone to 
help out, even a little.  People can donate as little as $.50 an hour and it still adds up to $5.00.  If 10 people 
donate $5.00…well, you do the math!  Your child can ask their friends, teachers, members from church, 
neighbors, even the Band Director! 
 
To get everyone started, I have sponsored each girl $.50. I am one of their biggest fans and I believe in each 
and every one of them.  This is going to be an awesome season!  If you have any questions, please don’t 
hesitate to contact me.  If you would like to chaperone this event, I will have a sign-up sheet for shifts in the 
band room on the bulletin board under “Color Guard”.  I need at least one chaperone with me at all times. 
 
Thank you for all of your support!  Go Guard!! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ms. Jen 
(239)682-6861-cell 
flagdrag2er@hotmail.com 
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Band Camp 2008 has come and gone. It was very successful. A very 
big thank you to all of the moms and dads who volunteered their time 
to make Band Camp a big success, especially those who helped hos-
pitality by picking up, serving and cleaning up after the snacks and 
meals. Also, I would personally like to thank Neil, Andy and all the 
leadership members without whose help I could not have survived the 
week7�
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Right now we just finished a �
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 l band camp finishing the whole first number! We currently are working on 
����  technique and routines for ���� �������  that we’ll be soon performing later on this year. Not only are 	�  
focusing on field show and pep rally but we also are working on kick conditioning to prepare us for ��������� . 
We found a quote to inspire you all! Keep in mind, girls, we love you with all our ������  and keep those chins 
high because we are the ones to ���� ! Kick air ladies!!! 
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POEM, written by Katie Pittman. Revised into a mari onette version by Shelby Fahed and Kate Diaz. 

Love, 
Shelby Fahed and Katie Diaz 
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As your Ram’s Horn editor, I had an opportunity this month to meet with our new Color Guard Director and be 
able to introduce her to the parents and students of the Marching Rams and learn more about Color Guard in 
general. I had already learned that Ms. Jen is a serious and focused director, and I was interested to meet her 
lighter side. 
 
First off, let’s be very clear on this . . . Jennifer Skaggs loves Color Guard. Her enthusiasm shows as she edu-
cates me (at my request) about Color Guard. Color Guard equipment includes sabers, rifles and flags. Choice 
of equipment depends on visual impact which varies with the music, the show design and the ability of the 
Guard members. The arm and wrist strength required and the skill needed to manipulate a flag on a 6’ pole is 
different from spinning a rifle which is again different from the skill needed to manipulate a saber whose 
weight is distributed unevenly. The marching and the Winter Guard shows vary in their requirements. Her title 
may be “director”, but her actual experience and participation extend to writing the choreography, teaching 
the choreography, coaching the students and choosing equipment.  
 
Ms. Jen’s experience in Color Guard includes two years in the extremely competitive Phantom Regiment of 
Drum Corp International (DCI). The Regiment as a whole was competitive and to get into the Color Guard re-
quired a three week audition during which at any time the judge could point to a candidate and say good-bye. 
  
Ms. Jen’s first introduction to color guard was when she was 14 years of age. She was a cheerleader 
throughout middle school and had anticipated continuing to cheer in high school. Then, she saw a high school 
football game halftime show and has been hooked on Color Guard ever since. She performed in Color Guard 
for four years of high school followed by one year at Troy State University and the two years with Phantom. 
She has continued her interest in Color Guard by participating in camps where she has served as a judge.  
She was the Color Guard Director at Bay High School in Panama City for several years. 
 
Ms. Jen earned her Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) accreditation when 18 years old and her para-
medic accreditation when 19 years old. She has worked as a paramedic following her time with Phantom, but 
is now studying to be an R.N. She has classes daily, but has arranged her schedule to be with the Color 
Guard class daily. 
 
On a more personal note, Ms. Jen loves to cook naming chili and barbeque as her specialties. She likes to 
cross stitch, sews her own scrubs (so cool!) and likes to decorate for Halloween. Last, but of primary impor-
tance, she has a son, Kaleb, almost five years old, named after her father. 

�
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